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THIS MONTH’S LUNCH  
IS SPONSORED BY: 

Dear OCTEC Members and Future Members, 
 

It’s that Ɵme of year again, where we are about to get things heated up with OC-
TEC now that summer has officially ended.  I want to welcome everyone back for 
another exciƟng year of OCTEC (and many collaboraƟon organizaƟonal) events.  I 
don’t know about you, but I can’t wait to see everyone again, even though it’s 
only been a few months since our last meeƟng in June.  Let’s take a moment to 
reflect back on the history of OCTEC, which began back in 1959, can you believe 
it’s our 64th anniversary?  Where did the Ɵme go?  We’ve definitely come a long 
way since the beginning and are thankful to that small group of traffic engineers 
who took the Ɵme and got things started. 
 

Let’s take a look at highlights from some of the 2022-2023 events: 
 

 ConƟnued return to in-person monthly luncheons at Orange County Mining 
Company 

 Fall Social Mixer at Dave & Busters in November 2022 
 Spring Social Mixer at Rock & Brews in March 2023 
 Annual Golf Tournament at Tijeras Creek in May 2023 
 ITE SoCal & OCTEC Student Night PresentaƟon at the Anaheim MarrioƩ 

Suites in May 2023 
 

On behalf of the OCTEC Board, Members, and Future Members, I would like to 
thank Ryan Calad, OCTEC President 2022-2023, for leading the way and showing 
just what OCTEC can be when you give it your all.  I definitely look forward to try-
ing my best and filling in those shoes.  Ryan, thank you for your dedicaƟon and 
four-years of service on the OCTEC Board, we look forward to your conƟnued 
guidance as 1st Past President. 
 

Now, to start things off right for this year, I would like to welcome our newest 
Board member, Mai Vang, as Sponsorship/Membership Coordinator.  I’m sure 
you’ve already seen plenty of her e-mails because she’s doing such a wonderful 
job in geƫng the word out about upcoming events.  In fact, the September lunch-
eon is already well past 100 guests.  Mai will start the new year out by gathering 
luncheon, newsleƩer, and social event sponsors, all of which we truly appreciate 
in advance for your conƟnued support and contribuƟons for this organizaƟon. 
 

Last, and certainly not least, to all OCTEC Members and Future Members, the 
Board thanks each and every one of you, for without you we could not thrive like 
we have for all of these years.  Thank you for your parƟcipaƟon and donaƟons to 
our great organizaƟon -- we’ll see you in September !! 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 

Michael Plotnik 
OCTEC President 2023-2024 

PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS 
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Hear how a successful approach by the City of Laguna Niguel has empowered creaƟve soluƟons to enhance 
bicycle and pedestrian safety at the local middle school and community. Learn how partnerships yielded a 
successful Go Human demonstraƟon event and produced outcomes that shine.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Speaker Bios: 
 
 
Kathy Nguyen is the Engineering Services Manager and City Traffic Engineer at 
the City of Laguna Niguel. She is a licensed Civil and Traffic Engineer with 14 
years of experience in municipal government and transportaƟon engineering. 
Her passion to explore new ideas and integraƟve approach to problem solving 
have contributed to the implementaƟon of innovaƟve traffic safety soluƟons 
throughout Orange County. 
 
 
 
 
Paul MarƟn is a licensed Civil and Traffic Engineer who leads transportaƟon 
planning and acƟve transportaƟon projects at Mark Thomas.  Paul was the first 
Orange County AcƟve TransportaƟon Coordinator; and has leveraged 24 years 
of experience to collaborate with public health, educaƟon, law enforcement, 
and community-based organizaƟon representaƟves to improve public travel 
and safety. 

SEPTEMBER PRESENTATION: 
 

Innovative Approach to Enhancing Bike & Pedestrian Safety 
  

Kathy Nguyen Engineering Services Manager & City Traffic Engineer, City of Laguna Niguel 
Paul Martin Active Transportation Manager, Mark Thomas 
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The final OCTEC luncheon of the 2022-2023 year was held on Thursday June 22, 2023 at the       
Orange County Mining Company.  Mai Vang, Incoming Sponsorship/Membership Coordinator gave 
her candidate speech.  Outgoing President, Ryan Calad, opened his final meeting and transitioned 
to the 2023-2024 President, Michael Plotnik, and John Thai, Principal Traffic Engineer from the 
City of Anaheim gave an engaging presentation on The Status of ITS and Connected Vehicles. For 
those that were unable to attend the meeting, the presentation slides can be made available, 
please email any of the board members for more information. 

JUNE 2023 MEETING RECAP 
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OCTEC News 

 

 

FALL 2023 SOCIAL MIXER! 
Get ready for our first social of the 2023-2024 year 

Stay tuned for the October newsletter... 
November 2023 

Ticket will be available for presale or at the door. Price includes: 

● Entry ● 1 Drink ● Hors d'oeuvre ●  Unlimited Pool  

TICKET SALE INFORMATION COMING SOON 

Look forward to seeing you there! 
Event Sponsored By: 

 
 
 
 
 

 
For sponsorship opportunities, please contact Mai Vang at mvang@cityofirvine.org or any Board member. 
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Regional Improvements Making Headway 
 
Across Orange County, several major projects aimed at easing 
traffic congesƟon and beƩer connecƟng communiƟes are under-
way – with some nearing compleƟon. 
 
There are more than $4 billion in transportaƟon improvements 
currently happening in the region, which Orange County Trans-
portaƟon Authority officials say is the most in the agency’s histo-
ry. The work is possible thanks in large part to the voter-
approved Measure M half cent sales tax. 
 
Here’s a look at the projects that will help you get from OC to 
Los Angeles, San Diego, or over to the mountains in less Ɵme… 
 
[ConƟnue here] 
 

Pacific Beach's free shuƩle, the Beach Bug, serves 
9K+ riders in first weeks 
 
In its first few weeks, the city of San Diego’s free Beach Bug 
shuƩle in Pacific Beach has served more than 9,000 people. 
 
“It’s a really great service to help decrease parking demand and 
make it easier to move around the community,” Krystal Ayala, 
with the city of San Diego’s Sustainability and Mobility Depart-
ment, said... 
 
[ConƟnue here] 
 

California Highway Patrol releases e‐bike safety pro‐
gram as required by Assemblymember Boerner's AB 
1946  
 
The California Highway Patrol released an online e-bike safety 
program this week, as required by a state law that the governor 
signed last year. 
 
The law, Assembly Bill 1946, authored by Assemblymember Ta-
sha Boerner, D-Encinitas, was signed by the governor last fall. It 
gave CHP a September 2023 deadline to release an e-bike pro-
gram in response to the rise in e-bikes on California roads, which 
has led to a rise in traffic collisions involving e-bikes... 
 
[ConƟnue here] 
 
 
 

LOSSAN Corridor Agency, Pacific Surfliner Promote 
September as Rail Safety Month 
 
With Friday marking the start of September and the beginning of 
Rail Safety Month, the Los Angeles-San Diego-San Luis Obispo 
(LOSSAN) Rail Corridor Agency on Thursday, Aug. 31, announced 
an iniƟaƟve to enhance safety near railroad tracks. 
 
OperaƟon Safe Surfs will use several strategies intended to re-
duce pedestrian and vehicle incidents near the railroad and in-
crease awareness of rail safety. 
 
“Rail safety is an important priority for our agency,” said Jewel 
Edson, chair of the LOSSAN Agency Board of Directors. “With 
OperaƟon Safe Surfs, we’re not only expanding rail safety, but... 
 
[ConƟnue here] 
 
 

Upcoming 405 Express Lanes will help drivers and 
bus riders  
 
By the end of this year, the new variably priced express lanes are 
scheduled to open on 14 miles of highly congested I-405 in Or-
ange County. SkepƟcs may claim that only a few motorists will 
be willing to pay a $9.95 toll to go the enƟre way at rush hour, 
or that so many motorists will squeeze into the lanes that they 
won’t offer faster trips and should’ve just been regular, toll-free 
lanes. Those same claims were made when the world’s first ex-
press toll lanes… 
 
[ConƟnue here] 
 

OCTA Receives $750K in Federal Funds for Rails‐to 
Trails Gap Closure 
 
RepresentaƟve Lou Correa (CA-46) recently joined OCTA CEO 
Darrell E. Johnson, Santa Ana Mayor Pro Tem and OCTA Board 
Member Jessie Lopez, and Fullerton Mayor and OCTA Board 
Member Fred Jung to announce $750,000 in federal funding to 
support the compleƟon of the Santa Ana-Garden Grove Rails-to-
Trails Gap Closure Project—which would allow pedestrians and 
cyclists to travel between two of the most park-poor ciƟes in 
Orange County... 
 
[ConƟnue here] 

LOCAL, REGIONAL, & NATIONAL NEWS 
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The City of Riverside is accepƟng applicaƟons for the posiƟon 
of Associate Traffic Engineer to fill one (1) vacancy in the Traffic 
Engineer Division of the Public Works Department.  The ideal 
candidate will provide traffic engineering services for the design 
and implementaƟon of traffic signal Ɵming operaƟon improve-
ment projects including day-to-day signal Ɵming deployment, 
management of the Traffic Management Center (TMC), signal 
synchronizaƟon projects, signal turn-on support, compliance to 
industry standards, supporƟng the Traffic Signal Shop and per-
form field work as necessary.  
 
associate-traffic-engineer | Job Details tab | Career Pages 
(governmentjobs.com)  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

The City of Newport Beach seeks highly moƟvated individuals to 
join the Public Works Department.  Currently there are two flexi-
bly staffed vacancies that may be filled at either the Junior Engi-
neer or Associate Civil Engineer level depending on the appli-
cant's qualificaƟons. Successful candidates will be placed on an 
eligibility list that may be used to fill future full-Ɵme and part-
Ɵme vacancies as they occur. 
 

hƩps://www.governmentjobs.com/careers/newportbeach/
jobs/4067843/junior-engineer-associate-civil-engineer-Ō-pt 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

JOB ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Please contact Michael Plotnik or any Board member if you have any job lisƟngs that you would like posted to the OCTEC 

website or included in the next month’s OCTEC newsleƩer. 

Visit our WEBSITE for the latest job posts, newsleƩers, and presentaƟons from current and past meeƟngs.  

Follow Us on Social Media: 

RELATED ORGANIZATION EVENTS 
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OCTEC would like to give a special thanks to all of our generous sponsors! 

MeeƟng Date NewsleƩer Sponsors Lunch/MeeƟng Sponsors 

September 28, 2023 
Michael Baker InternaƟonal 

Mark Thomas 
 

October 26, 2023 
Joint MeeƟng with ITE SoCal 

General Technologies and SoluƟons 

ADVANTEC ConsulƟng Engineers, Inc. 
 

January 25, 2024 
Minagar & Associate, Inc. 

Hartzog & Crabill, Inc. 
 

February 22, 2024 

Joint MeeƟng with ITS‐CA 
Nextech Systems, Inc 

LSA Associates, Inc 
 

March 21, 2024 
Kimley‐Horn and Associates, Inc. 

<Sponsorship Available> 
 

April 25, 2024 
Ganddini Group, Inc. 

KOA Corpora on 
 

May 3, 2024 OCTEC Golf Tournament <Sponsorship Available> 

June 20, 2024 
Stantec Consul ng Services 

Psomas 
 

For more informaƟon and sponsorship opportuniƟes, please contact Mai Vang at (559) 970‐8691 or mvang@cityofirvine.org 

 

Adrian Rodriguez 
 
Secretary 
 
 
 
Olsson 
250 Commerce Street 
Suite 220 
Irvine, CA  
92602 
 
(831) 207-2328 
 
arodriguez@olsson.com 

Michael Plotnik 
 
President 
 
 
 
City of La Habra 
110 E. La Habra Blvd., 
La Habra, CA   
90631 
 
 
(562) 383-4162 
 
mplotnik@lahabraca.gov 

Trevor Briggs 
 
Treasurer 
 
 
 
Kimley-Horn 
1100 Town and Country 
Rd., Suite 700 
Orange, CA   
92868 
 
(714) 786-6117 
 
trevor.briggs@kimley-
horn.com 

Mark Polunin 
 
Webmaster 
 
(714) 343-0601 
 
mpolunin@epdsoluti
ons.com 
 

OCTEC 2023 - 2024 Officers OCTEC Committee Chairs 

Contact Any of the board members if you 
are interested in joining the OCTEC Team in 
the future. 

Mai Vang 
 
Sponsorship/Membership 
Coordinator 
 
 
City of Irvine 
1 Civic Center Plaza 
Irvine, CA   
92606 
 
 
(559) 970-8691 
 
mvang@cityofirvine.org  

2023-2024 SPONSORS 

Javier Ruedas 
 
Social Media Chair 
 
(949) 472-3475 
 
javier.ruedas@mbak
erintl.com 
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VENDOR SHOW & SOCIAL NIGHT 


